2011 Rule Changes

The following are all changes made to the rules since the 2010 Rule Book and included in this version:

· GR3.3 has been rewritten to include additional bits
· GR14.1 has been updated to include additional championships

· Addition of AO7 – (Dress Guidelines) in the “Arena Officials and Procedures” section.
· The arena diagram has been updated to extend the space at both ends of the playing area as well as adding a security box at the start/finish end.
GR3.3.
Only bits known as “snaffles” are permitted. A snaffle bit is defined as a bit with a ring at each end to attach the reins, and a straight or jointed mouthpiece. The pull of the reins exerts a pressure on the pony’s mouth equal to the force exerted by the rider; there is no leverage to increase that force. A table showing the different types of permitted snaffle bits is shown on the following page.

The minimum allowed mouthpiece diameter is 0.4in (10mm) measured adjacent to the rings or the cheeks of the mouthpiece, and the length of the cheek bars must not exceed 3½in (8.9cm).

Bit-less bridles are not permitted.
(Diagram opposite)
GR14.1.
The term “IMGA sanctioned competitions” refers to the following :

· World Team Championship

· World Pairs Championship

· World Individual Championship

· European Team Championship

· European Individual Championships

· Southern Hemisphere Team Championships

· North American Team Championships

Dress Guidelines

AO7.1.
Everyone in the arena should be dressed in a way which presents Mounted Games as a serious and professional sport.

AO7.2.
Referees and Assistant Referees should be smartly and appropriately dressed for their function as officials. The coloured tabards clearly identify Assistant Referees.

AO7.3.
Those responsible for the equipment should be clearly identifiable as a group by all wearing the same T-shirts or jackets.

AO7.4.
Trainers should be dressed in the same uniform as their team to allow the audience to identify them, or be dressed more formally.


Snaffle bits of the following types are permitted :

	Loose ring snaffle
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	Egg-butt snaffle
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	Racing snaffle

D-ring 
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	Snaffle with jointed mouthpiece and rounded middle piece
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	Egg-butt snaffle with cheeks
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	Loose ring snaffle with cheeks, Fulmer
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	Snaffle with upper cheeks only
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	Hanging cheek snaffle


[image: image10.png]



	Snaffle with rotating middle piece
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	Snaffle with rotating mouthpiece
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	Rotary bit with rotating middle piece
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	Straight bar snaffle. (also with mullen mouth and with

eggbutt rings)
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Figure 1: Arena areas and markings
Al measurements are in yards (1 yard = 0.9144 metres)
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